
AMEA plans additional dollars for Smart Grid Initiative 
AMEA is planning to add

an additional $6 million

to the already $10 mil-

lion-plus Smart Grid

Initiative, which was

approved last year, said

Fred Clark, AMEA

President & CEO.

In August 2016, the

AMEA Board of

Directors approved a

resolution to invest $10

million-plus in a Smart

Grid Initiative for the

joint action agency’s 11

Member utilities, starting with FY 2016-17. The resolution granted the approval of funds to be

used for the purchase, installation and commissioning of Automated Meter Information (AMI)

systems; the purchase, installation and commissioning of smart meters; further deployment of

resource management and load management systems or programs; and electric utility system

improvements such as capacitor bank installations on the distribution system, upgrading sub-

station electrical equipment, upgrading of distribution circuits or construction of a new substa-

tion.

“This initiative serves to enhance the efficiency of the electrical distribution systems for the

betterment of AMEA’s 11 Members,” said Clark. “Based on our preliminary and unaudited

numbers, the additional $6 million will bring the total of funds available in the Smart Grid

Initiative to approximately $17 million.”

Clark added that the AMEA Smart Grid Initiative investment will be made in fiscal year 2017-

18 with the funds being made available in March 2018 and will be based on an amount set by

the Board of Directors.
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MISSION STATEMENT

AMEA’s mission is to provide for
our Member communities a
reliable and economical source of
electric power, enabling them to
preserve and enhance the bene-
fits of municipal utility ownership
for their citizens and the electric
customers they serve. We strive to
offer services that our Members
need and can adapt to provide the
best value for their communities
and customers.
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AMEA Board of Directors support T-100 project in Tuskegee
The AMEA Board of Directors recently approved a Resolution of Support for the Leonardo-DRS Trainer Aircraft project in

Tuskegee, a project which could potentially create 750 new jobs for Macon County and the region.

Leonardo-DRS is a worldwide manufacturer of trainer jet aircraft and has selected and signed a Memorandum of Agreement

with the state of Alabama and the Macon County Economic Development Authority to locate a production site at historic Moton

Field in Tuskegee, should the manufacturer win the contract to build its 21st century T-100 trainer jet for the Air Force. The T-

100 is currently being used by the United States’ allies, including Israel, Poland, Italy, United Arab Emirates and Singapore.

The total capital investment of the project would be approximately $250-$300 million.

“The AMEA Board of Directors is excited to support the City of Tuskegee and Macon County in its quest to win the T-100 proj-

ect,” said Don McClellan, Chairman, AMEA Board of Directors. “The selection of Tuskegee as home to this project will bring

great celebration to the accomplishments of the Tuskegee Airmen. We overwhelming support this project and wish the City

of Tuskegee and Macon County much success in this endeavor.”

“The T-100 project could be a huge economic success story for our communities and the entire state,” said Fred Clark, AMEA

President & CEO. “AMEA is committed to improving the quality of life as well as growing sustainable, economically-stable

communities through job creation. Not only would the T-100 project create new jobs, but the suppliers who locate and build

in the region would bring additional new jobs as well. This project could also bring a renewed economic vitality to the I-85 cor-

ridor in east Alabama.”

This rendering
shows Leonardo’s

planned T-100 
production center 
at Moton Field in

Tuskegee. Tuskegee
and Macon County
leadership hope to
receive word on the
project by the end

of 2017.



City of Lanett hosts 
Public Power Week activities
The City of Lanett hosted Public Power Week activities the

week of Oct. 1-7 to tell their customers about the benefits of

public power. Public power utilities across the U.S. celebrate

Public Power Week the first full week of October every year

to help customers and stakeholders understand how they can

better engage with their community-owned utility and benefit

from all of its offerings. 

On Wednesday, Oct. 4, electric personnel and two bucket

trucks from the Lanett Electric Department visited Springwood School and W.O. Lance Elementary School. Students had

the thrill of seeing their teachers go up in the bucket from 55 feet off the ground.

Also, according to Mayor Kyle McCoy, the Lanett Electric Department placed a half-page ad in the October 6 issue of The

Valley Times-News to bring an awareness to the special

week.

Officers re-elected to BAR Committee
Officers were re-elected to the AMEA Budget/Audit/Rate

(BAR) Committee on Oct. 19. Re-elected were Mayor Gary

Fuller of Opelika, chairman, and Morris Tate of Luverne, vice

chairman. 

The purpose of the BAR Committee is to advise and make

recommendations to the AMEA Board of Directors on policy

issues related to AMEA’s financial condition and transactions,

financial audits, cost allocation and cost recovery.

Board members are appointed by the Board Chair to serve

on the BAR Committee, as well as other board committees.

The AMEA Communique’ is intended for internal use
only.

Register now  
for Webinars
An internet connection and a computer are all you need 
to participate. As a member of AMEA, you have access 
to live and recorded webinars at no cost to your utility. 
Register today at www.PublicPower.org/Academy and 
click on webinars. Enter coupon code AMEA to take 
advantage of this opportunity.

� From Procurement to Recovery: Understanding the 
FEMA Grant Process Webinar Series 
FEMA Basics for the Municipal Utility Nov. 14

� Workforce Webinar Series 
Game Changers and Gaps in the Energy Workforce 
Pipeline Nov. 15

� Customer Engagement Webinar Series 
Using Online Customer Engagement Strategies to 
Improve Satisfaction and Program Participation 
Nov. 16
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SAVE THE DATE!
2018 AMEA Power Supply Conference

April 19 & 20, 2018
Grand Hotel Marriott Resort, Point Clear, AL



AESI  
Cyber/Physical Security Consulting

Clevest  
Mobile Workforce Solutions

ElectSolve 
Meter/Operational Data Management

Honeywell  
Smart Meters/AMI

Milsoft Utility Solutions 
Smart Grid Software

N-Dimension Solutions 
Cybersecurity Monitoring/Assessment

PowerSecure
Interactive Distributed Generation,

LED Lighting

Clean Energy Collective 
Community Solar

Cogsdale
Customer Information Solutions

ElectSolve 
Meter/Operational Data Management

The Energy Authority
Energy Trading & Risk Management

Utility Financial Solutions
Cost of Service Studies/Rate Design

Wortham Power Gen Insurance
Property & Cyber Liability Insurance

Apogee Interactive
Customer Engagement/Energy 

Analysis
Clean Energy Collective

Community Solar
Cogsdale

Customer Information Solutions
Milsoft Utility Solutions

Smart Grid Software
PowerSecure

Interactive Distributed Generation,
LED Lighting

AESI  
Cyber/Physical Security Consulting

GreatBlue Research 
Market Research Services
Hometown Connections

Strategic Planning, Organization  
Assessment, Customer Research, 

Compensation Studies
Katama Technologies, Inc.

Utility Technology Consulting
MFP-Connect TM

Energy Workforce Solutions
The Energy Authority

Energy Trading & Risk Management
Wortham Power Gen Insurance

Property & Cyber Liability Insurance

ENGINEERING & OPERATIONS BUSINESS & FINANCECUSTOMER CONNECTIONS SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT

Int e g rat e d  S o l ut i o n s  f o r  P ub l i c  Po w e r

Lisa M. Miller, AMEA  +  334.387.3501  +  www.hometownconnections.com

Turn to Hometown Connections for innovations in metering,
outage management, customer engagement, management consulting,

community solar, distributed generation, workforce solutions,
cyber & physical security, and more.


